Religion in the Sudan
Ahmed allied himself with Turkey and prepared to fight
the Italians and to attack the British in Egypt. In this
policy he was opposed by Saiyid Mohammed Idris, a son
of Mohammed el Mahdi, who himself aspired to the leader-
ship of the order.
Saiyid Ahmed's expedition against Egypt in 1916 ended
in his complete discomfiture, and enabled Mohammed
Idris to assume the leadership and to enter into agreements
with the Italian and British Governments, Saiyid Ahmed
left Libya and, after living in Turkey under the protection
of Mustafa Kemal, retired to Arabia. Jaghbub, the
cradle of the order in Libya, was occupied by Italian
troops in March, 1926.
The connection between the Senusi order and the Sudan
is but slight. The Mahdi of the Sudan was sufficiently
impressed by the prestige of Mohammed el Mahdi el
Senusi to offer him one of the four Khalifa-ships in his
own sect, but this offer was rejected. Sultan Ali Dinar
of Darfur maintained relations with the order and it was
through Kufra that he corresponded with the Turks, when
he decided to throw in his lot with the enemies of Britain
in the Great War, At present, except for a few immi-
grants from Wadai and the western desert, there are no
followers of the Senusi in the Sudan.
(b) Wahhabism.—The Wahhabi doctrine resembles the
Senusi movement in so far as it represents another instance
of that " return to the Koran and the Sunna," which has
been the ideal of so many Moslem zealots. Unlike
Senusism, however, Wahhabism is not organised as an
order, but has formed itself into a distinctive sect which
claims exclusive possession of the true doctrine and
denies the name of Moslem to everyone who disagrees with
its tenets.
The founder of the movement was Mohammed Ibn Abd
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